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              ...Preserving, Interpreting, and Teaching the Past...                     

                        ...to Prepare and Build for the Future...  

Local Prehistory Preserved  

Vietzen-Elyria Clovis Preserved 
The New Indian Ridge Museum 

has acquired an extremely important, 
locally found, prehistoric Native 
American Indian artifact.    

This Paleo projectile point may be 
the oldest human artifact to have been 
found in Elyria, OH.  It has an 
exceptional, documented history.  This 
is our second Paleo artifact from Lorain 
County that we are preserving, and it 
could date as far back as 15,000 years.   

Col. Vietzen operated his Indian 
Ridge Museum in E lyr i a f rom 
1930-1995, located on the corner of the 
Vietzen family homestead at the 
southwest corner of West Ridge and 
Fowl Roads.  In 1931, while digging fish 
bait on his property, to go on a fishing 
trip with his wife’s father, his shovel 
brought a fluted Paleo projectile point 
into the light - and Vietzen was the first 
human to touch the artifact in thousands 
of years.   

This flint tool was uncovered on a 
portion of the Vietzen property over 
which his Museum building eventually 
expanded.   

Today on the southern portion of 
the road, the right turning lane 
(eastbound) of Fowl Road and its 
accompanying sidewalk occupy the 
space on top of which the artifact was 

found.   
The artifact rested in Col. Vietzen’s 

Paleo display case for the next 64 years, 
next to a Woolly Mammoth jaw (also 
found in Lorain County), that we also 
have at the New Indian Ridge Museum. 

The artifact is of dark Coshocton 
flint and beautifully fluted.  It was longer 
when originally made but was blunted in 
later years after much use.  Col. 
Vietzen’s original handwritten tag, with 
full provenance, accompanies the piece. 
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The 1811 Historic Shupe Homestead  
Drawing courtesy of Neal Jenne

Of Note: 
Restoration at Amherst’s Old 

Spring continues.  Watch future 
issues of  this newsletter for info.  

Col. Nahorn gave a talk on the 
Old Spring & Braun Brewery to 

the Brownhelm Historical Assoc. 
in March and will to the 

Pittsfield Historical Soc. in May. !
Please refer to 

www.newindianridgemuseum.org for the 
most up-to-date information from our various 
Museum offices.  Click on the “News” tab. 
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More on Paleo Point History  
What & Where was the 
East Marsh? 

As mentioned in Col. Vietzen’s 
tag accompanying the Paleo artifact 
shown on the front page, the East 
Marsh was located very near where 
this artifact was found.  

The South Ridge (now Ohio 
State Route 113) is located to the 
north of this area where the artifact 
was found, which was at one time the 
terminus of a much larger version of 
today’s Lake Erie. Paleo man hunted 
along this ancient beach ridge and just 

south, taking advantage of the rich 
natural offerings from the large East 
Mar sh we t l and comp lex and 
numerous natural springs located 
nearby the site where the artifact was 
found. 

The East Marsh is an important 
historic and ecological piece of early 
Lorain County history.  It was located 
between West and Murray Ridge 
Roads, just south of the South Ridge 
(113).  It eventually emptied into the 
Black River.  Today this area (seen in 
the 1857 Township map above) has 
been drained and cleared and either 
built upon and developed or farmed.  
The water from this area now drains 
through the straightened and dredged 
Haag Ditch.  Recently, some 
individuals have been concerned 

about flooding in this area.  However, 
it is imperative to remember that this 
area was historically soggy, and its soil 
is prone to flooding.   

It should be noted that there was 
also a West Marsh, southwest of the 
East Marsh.  Even with its close 
proximity to the East Marsh, it flowed 
into a different watershed - the Beaver 
Creek.  It too is largely drained and 
farmed today.  

We are extremely pleased and 
excited to preserve and curate the 
Paleo point that Col. Vietzen found 
on his property near the East Marsh.  
It has a great story and provides a 
unique opportunity to describe local 
prehistoric life and environment.  

Wildlife Preserve Update 
Preparing for Spring & 
Summer at the Historic 
Shupe Homestead  

Spring is here, and we are very 
b u s y a t t h e H i s t o r i c S h u p e 
Homestead Wildlife Preserve.  From 
pruning fruit trees in our orchard to 
maintaining the trees in our native 
trees arboretum, there are many 
projects to be completed.  Our 
program to eradicate non-native 
invasive species is also underway.  We 
are continuing to actively discourage 
invasive plant species while promoting 
the growth of native wildflowers.  
Through this, we are maintaining 
biodiversity and species richness.    

Watershed Education  
Participated in Annual 
Watershed Open House 

C o l . N a h o r n o n c e a g a i n 
participated in the annual Watershed 
Open House this year, representing 
the Beaver Creek Water shed 
Protection Group, held at the 
Historic Vermilion-on-the-Lake 
Community Clubhouse.  This is an 
i m p o r t a n t w a t e r s h e d a n d 
environmental related education and 
outreach event. 
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