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Shupe Homestead UPDATE

Old Wooden Floors Exposed
To start the new year, we decided
to continue our restoration work of the
Historic c. 1816 Shupe House. This
past summer we worked on window
restoration; we are now in the midst of
exposing the old wooden flooring on the
first floor of the house.
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Of Note:
In December 2012, Col. Nahorn
completed coursework at Oberlin
College in the field of Environmental
Studies.
He is actively seeking
employment in the Northern Ohio
area, in Environmental Studies.
Please refer to
www.newindianridgemuseum.org for
the most up-to-date information from
our various Museum offices. Simply
click on the “News” tab.
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The old pine wood floors maintain
a nice patina, and we hope to preserve
this after they are properly cleaned.
Historically oriented molding, similar to
that which was removed in the 1960s
renovation to the house, will be
installed. It has been nearly 50 years
since these floors were completely
uncovered. This will continue to take
the house back to its historic look.

Seen above: a collection of pewter,
including an American-made plate (c.
1800) and unique inkwell with porcelain
insert. The knife and fork date to the

Civil War era and will “decorate” the
Shupe House. We continue to search
for period antiques, with which we will
furnish the Shupe House.
Recent Acquisitions & Lorain
County History Preserved

Artifacts from Vietzen
Museum & Bacon
Trunk Preserved
Several recent acquisitions to
the New Indian Ridge Museum’s
artifact collections have been made
within the last few months. Many
of the artifacts were found locally
and are now preserved locally and
were in Col. Vietzen’s Indian
Ridge Museum. A few of these
artifacts are: a slate gorget and an
Archaic Pentagonal flint projectile
point both from Lorain County
and a fine Hopewell celt of green
hardstone material.
These
prehistoric stone tools or
ornaments are important
acquisitions.
We also acquired an interesting
wooden chest donated by Al Leiby (who
recently finished his second volume on
the history of Wellington, Ohio, a
highly recommended local history).
The chest is in rough condition but
reportedly was owned by an individual
in the Bacon Family (the initials M.B.
are inscribed on the top of the chest via
large nails). The chest was found in a
barn near a house, both of which were
located at the top of the hill just before
entering the Mill Hollow area.
www.newindianridgemuseum.org
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Benjamin Bacon built his house
and operated a gristmill and sawmill,
powered off of the Vermilion River in
the early 1800s. His house is still
standing today and is occasionally
open for tours by the Lorain County
MetroParks. This is all located in the
“Mill Hollow Bacon Woods” park
along the Vermilion River. Bacon
was a prominent gentleman in the
area and was elected one of the first
Lorain County Commissioners. The
chest (seen below) came from a
relative of Benjamin Bacon. ~ A large
frame of old postcards from the
Lorain Tornado accompanied Mr.
Leiby’s donations.

Another Historic Landmark Lost

Amos Adams House,
Relation to U.S. Pres.
Adams, Razed

Unfortunately another historic
structure was demolished this past
year in Wellington, Ohio. Wellington
lost two houses in 2012. The Amos
Adams house was the second house,
along with the Wadsworth House to
have been lost to the bulldozer.
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salvage any material from the House
before it was razed.
We were
unaware of the history and that it
was to be demolished.
Mr. Tim Hornbeck of the Spirit
of ’76 Museum in Wellington
furnished the following information
about the house: the Ohio Historic
Inventory form that was filled out for
the house stated, “This was a fairly
simple, yet substantial, brick house
built at the northern fringe of
Wellington. Additions to the rear
were made in converting the house
into a nursing home...Amos Adams,
who built the house, is said to be a
descendant of John Adams, second
President of the United States. The
house is also interesting in that it was
the first brick building constructed in
this vicinity.”
The Amos Adams House was
constructed circa 1830 with bricks
made on-site. Over the last 180 years,
the structure had many roles: family
residence, a trading post, a stage
coach stop, used by Oberlin College,
veterinary clinic, nursing home, and
a two unit apartment.
Initial
research shows that Amos Adams
was a distant cousin to John Adams
(2nd US President) & John Q. Adams
(6th US President). He was also a
cousin to Priscilla (Mullines) Alden
who came to America on the
Mayflower. Her husband, John Alden
was the first person to set foot on
Plymouth Rock and 7th person to
sign the Mayflower Compact.
It was a travesty that this
structure had to be demolished and
that we did not know about its
demise before it was gone.
Seen below: We were able to
salvage a hand-made brick from the
structure, post demolition activities.

Contributors

-Jami Anderson
Chair, Amherst History Watch Program

-Michael Shaulis
Lake Ridge Academy Archives
Manager

-Brian Kohart
Wildlife Preserve Observer and
Reporter & Displays Engineer

-Brad Dicken & Adam Wright
Chronicle-Telegram Correspondents

-Larry Fuhrman
Museum History Consultant

-William and Bonnie Cutcher
Museum History Consultants

-Drew Severs & Richard Lothrop
Lake Ridge Archives Consultant

-Jack B. Scaife
Museum History Consultant

-Dr. Lorna Middendorf
Amherst History Consultant

-Dr. C. Herdendorf & Jim Doyle
Museum Advisory Council

-Dan Gouch
Beaver Creek Envt’l Consultant

-T. Jack Smith
Museum History Consultant

-William Bird
Museum Advisor/Lorain County
History Consultant

-Col. Ron Sauer
Museum Curatorial Advisor

-Gene Edwards & Tim Edwards
Museum Archaeologists/Advisors

-Helen Goodell
Amherst-Area History Advisor

-Marilyn Fedelchak-Harley
Museum Preservation Consultant

-Andrew Wright & Jennifer Wasilk
Environmental Consultants

-Scott Allyn
Morning Journal Correspondent

-Brian Scanlan
Archaeological Advisor

-Lisa Underwood
Museum Travel Consultant

-Andy McDowell, Pete McDonald,
Kate Pilacky
Land Conservation Advisors

-Robert Nordstrand

Shupe Family Historian/Authority

-Diane Chesnut

Vermilion Area Historian

-Bob Sasala

Area Watershed Advisor

-Ed and Marilyn Brill

Local History Advisors

We were disappointed that we
did not have the opportunity to
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