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Of Note:

Local History Preserved

Important Local Artifacts Acquired
The Museum has acquired several
important prehistoric artifacts, many of
them with local provenance and from
Col. Vietzen’s Indian Ridge Museum
collection.
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This
P a l e o
projectile
point and
associated
Paleo square
knife were
found on a
farm many
years ago by Irving (Goose) Rathwell,
Sr. (1916-2005), in the area of Oberlin,
Lorain County, Ohio, near the Black
River. They are very important, locally
found artifacts, dating about
10,000-12,000 B. C. The Paleo people
are believed to be the first people to
have come into the “Americas,” who, as
nomadic hunter-gatherers, migrated to
this land via a land or ice bridge over
what is today the Bering Strait area.
The Paleo or “Clovis” point style is
the oldest stone tool style found in the
Americas and is attributed to these
early people. Not much from their time
remains today, save for these stone
tools. This particular piece is unique in
that it has a double “flute” or channel
down one face.

This flint point was donated by Chip
Rathwell, December 2, 2013. We are
very excited to have this important local
piece as a part of our Paleo display at
the Museum.
It is a very fine
acquisition.
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French Creek Axe Acquired
Native American Indians chose to
live near and utilize rich resources of
watercourses of varying sizes. In this
instance, someone from the Archaic
culture chose a water-washed stone
from the French Creek in Sheffield, in
order to fashion it into a stone tool.
The French Creek is the largest and
northernmost tributary of the Black
River.
This 3/4 grooved stone axe was
found by the late Peter Bungart, who
grew up in that area and was a
paleontologist at the Cleveland
Museum of Natural History. He is
from the same family who owned the
island in the Black River, known as
Bungart Island.
Mr. Bungart later
became a close friend of Col. Vietzen’s,
and Vietzen acquired many of
Bungart’s artifacts after his death.

Col. Nahorn was recently named
to the Board of Directors of the
Amherst Historical Society.
Please refer to
www.newindianridgemuseum.org for the
most up-to-date information from our various
Museum offices. Simply click on the
“News” tab.
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The handwritten tag on this artifact,
written by Col. Vietzen states, “Axe
pecked from a water-washed stone
found by Peter Bungart on French
Creek in Sheffield, Ohio. Archaic Cult.
www.newindianridgemuseum.org
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Circa 4,000 B.C.” It measures 8”
long. The stone was purchased and
donated by the Rounds family
October 2013. It is a very fine and
intriguing specimen, and we are very
pleased to be able to preserve it and
keep it in the area.
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Lorain County Gorget
We also acquired a very important
slate gorget found one mile south of
Columbia, Lorain County, Ohio on
the Akin farm. It is pictured in Col.

Vietzen’s “Ancient Ohioans” (1946).
This fine specimen is quite large (6”
long) and made of gray banded slate.
It was donated by the Rounds Family
Christmas 2013.
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Col. Vietzen’s Tie on Display
A tie that belonged to Col. Vietzen
is now on display in the Museun,
acquired from the Col. Ron Sauer
collection. A 1949 article with a
picture of Col. Vietzen wearing the
tie, accompanies the display.

Wildlife Preserve Update

Trees Added to Aroboretum

This Fall we added more
native trees to the Wildlife Preserve
and Arboretum at the Historic Shupe
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Homestead. Trees we had growing
in our nursery were planted in their
permanent homes, including a black
oak, poplars, and American
sycamores. In September 2013, we
made a trip to the Secrest
Arboretum, part of the Ohio State
University, in Wooster. We acquired
a few trees from their tree sale, and it
is always nice to visit a different
collection of trees and plants.

On October 12, 2013, we added a
15-gallon Chinquapin oak (Quercus
muehlenbergii) to our Arboretum. Art
Parker, our arborist consultant aided
in choosing this fine specimen.
On October 15th, a Butternut tree,
or white walnut (Juglans cinerea) was
donated to the Arboretum, by land
conservationist Mrs. Kate Pilacky

(above). We promptly found a nice
spot for it at the property. It is related
to the black walnut but is much less
commonly encountered.
We are
pleased to continue to build a superb
collection of native trees to the
Arboretum.

Shupe Homestead Update

A s h Tre e t o S t e p s
	

As the Emerald Ash Borer

continues to decimate and ultimately
destroy the native Ash tree (Fraxinus
spp.) populations in America, the
landscape is left with thousands of
dead trees. The Ash Borer is a nonnative invasive species that arrived in
the United States in the wood of
s h i p p i n g c r at e s c o m i n g f ro m
overseas. It was first noticed in the
eastern part of the country in 2002.
It quickly spread and has killed
millions of trees. Its presence is now
seen across Ohio and westward.
Ash wood will, in the near future,
be a relatively rare commodity. At
the New Indian Ridge Museum, we
are working on a program to treat
and save one mature ash tree while
we have also initiated a seed and
seedling conservation program that
we hope will allow us to preserve this
species for future reintroduction and
so that it may not be allowed to go
completely extinct.
However, with all of the ash trees
that have died here at the Wildlife
Preserve, we selected one that was
fairly accessible, had it cut down, and
then used our portable sawmill to
mill the tree into boards.
These
boards are to be dried and cut into
risers and treads for the restoration
of the Shupe Homestead's interior
steps leading to the second floor.

We are pleased to turn this sad
story into a somewhat pleasant
ending - that is, using ash wood from
an affected tree here on the grounds
and turning it into boards for the
main stair case in the Shupe House.

www.newindianridgemuseum.org
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Contributors
-Jami Anderson
Amherst History Watch Program

-Michael Shaulis
Lake Ridge Academy Archives
Manager

-Brian Kohart

Wildlife Preserve Observer and
Reporter & Displays Engineer

Squaring up the ash tree before cutting it into
boards.
Glover’s Cave Update

Museum’s Display Named in
Honor of Mrs. Agnes M.
(Glover) Jones (1916-2012)
Col. Nahorn recently dedicated
the Glover’s Cave display at the New
Indian Ridge Museum. It has been
named in memory of the late Agnes
Mae Glover Jones (1916-2012), a
previous owner of the land upon
which the important Cave is located.
We recently learned of her passing.

-Brad Dicken & Adam Wright
Chronicle-Telegram Correspondents

studied the Cave from the 1940s - the
early 1980s.
He published “The
Saga of Glover’s Cave” (1956) and
soon after acquired the honorary title
of Kentucky Colonel. In 2007, Col.
Nahorn too acquired this honorary
status.

-Larry Fuhrman
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Museum History Consultant

-William and Bonnie Cutcher
Museum History Consultants

-Drew Severs & Richard Lothrop
Lake Ridge Archives Consultant

-Jack B. Scaife
Museum History Consultant

We felt it necessary to memorialize
Mrs. Jones because of the friendship
she showed over the eight years that
we were associated. This concludes
another chapter in the Cave’s history.
She will be missed but always
remembered.

-Dr. Lorna Middendorf
Amherst History Consultant

-Dr. C. Herdendorf & Jim Doyle
Museum Advisory Council

-Dan Gouch
Beaver Creek Envt’l Consultant

-T. Jack Smith
Museum History Consultant

-William Bird & Jeff Sigsworth
Museum Advisor/Lorain County
History Consultants

In 2002, we were able to contact
Mrs. Jones, and she graciously
allowed us to come to southwestern
Kentucky to study and photodocument the naturally formed
Glover’s Cave. We returned each
summer through 2010 and enjoyed
wonderful visits with Ms. Agnes Mae.
Besides spending time at her home
(dated to 1918) and studying Glover’s
Cave and its geology, we have very
fond memories of visiting with Mrs.
Jones while enjoying fine catfish
dinners at the Catfish House and
attending Sunday services with her at
Mt. Zion Baptist Church. That place
is steeped in history as well, as Agnes
told us the first preacher was Isaac
Boone, Daniel Boone’s brother.

-Col. Ron Sauer

Museum Curatorial Advisor

-Gene Edwards & Tim Edwards
Museum Archaeologists/Advisors

-Helen Goodell
Amherst-Area History Advisor

-Marilyn Fedelchak-Harley
Museum Preservation Consultant

This painting shows the entrance to
Glover’s Cave. It depicts what the
area may have looked like in
prehistoric times. It was acquired by
the Museum in December 2013 from
the Col. Ron Sauer collection. It was
painted for Col. Vietzen in 1952 and
hung in the Vietzen house for many
years.

-Andrew Wright & Jennifer Wasilk
Environmental Consultants

-Brian Scanlan
Archaeological Advisor

-Lisa Underwood
Museum Travel Consultant

-Andy McDowell, Pete McDonald,
Kate Pilacky
Land Conservation Advisors

-Robert Nordstrand
Shupe Family Historian/Authority

-Diane Chesnut

Vermilion Area Historian

On one specific occasion, after
spending a day photographing and
studying the Cave, we were greeted
with a fine home cooked meal of her
homemade
cream corn, fresh
Kentucky tomatoes, and ham.
The late archaeologist Col. Vietzen,
of the Indian Ridge Museum,
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-Bob Sasala

Area Watershed Advisor

-Ed and Marilyn Brill

Local History Advisors
-Charlie Marty, Fay Van Nuys Ott,

Joan Rosenbusch, Jim Wilhelm, &
Ralph Zilch
Amherst History Advisors

Col. Nahorn stands at the entrance to
Glover’s Cave, 2002.
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