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The New Indian Ridge Museum
--Quarterly

              ...Preserving, Interpreting, and Teaching the Past...                    

                        ...to Prepare and Build for the Future... 

Shupe House Update

Wooden Floors Restored
 The old wooden floors in the 
Historic Shupe House (c. 1816), 
Amherst’s  oldest house, are once again 
exposed to daylight.   They have been 
sanded and sealed, and the “new” 
molding, made to resemble the old and 
to match what once was in its place,  has 
been installed.  
 The completion of this project 
was planned to coincide with the 
Sandusky Bay Chapter o f the 
Archaeological Society of Ohio’s July 
summer picnic, which was held here at 
the Preserve and Museum and the 
Lorain County Preservation Network’s 
July quarterly meeting, held at the 
Homestead as well.  Tours of the 
Museum and Homes tead were 
entertained as part of these planned 
events.  

Preserve Update 
	
 We are continuing to uphold 
our conservation plans, and work to 
eradicate non-native invasive plants 
species such as  Japanese Knotweed, 
Japanese Honeysuckle, Garlic Mustard, 
and Canada Thistle is ongoing here at 
the Preserve.  The Spring and early 
Summer weather have been perfect 
with ample rain, which certainly aids in 
the health of the arboretum in the front 
portion of the property.  Artificial 
watering is simply not the same as a 
nice thunderstorm.  
 The Wildlife Preserve at the 
Historic 1816 Jacob Shupe Homestead, 
along the Beaver Creek in Amherst is 
filled with active wildlife!   While 
monitoring part of our woods on May 
19, 2013,  New Indian Ridge Museum 
Trustee Diane Nahorn along with Col. 
Nahorn came across a wild turkey’s 
nest tucked in our floodplain woods, 
containing ten eggs.  We believe that 
the nestlings fledged successfully. 

 The Beaver Creek floodplain 
is  full of wildflowers, but many have 
now finished blooming for the season.  
The May Apples  and Wild Hyacinth 
are still evident, however.   Below shows 
a portion of the Beaver Creek 
floodplain thick with the native Wild 
Hyacinth flowers.  The bulbs were used 
by Native Americans  and early 
explorers as food (below).

‘Nutting Stone’ Found 
at Shupe Homestead
 On May 16,  2013 while 
pulling non-native, invasive Garlic 
Mustard plants out of the woods at the 
New Indian Ridge Museum’s Wildlife 
Preserve here in Amherst,  Col. Nahorn 
stumbled upon a Native American 
Indian artifact.  This small sandstone 
rock was poking out of the ground 
a m o n g M ay A p p l e s ( a n a t i ve 
wildflower)  in the woods, on the 
southwestern part of the property, near 
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Historic Shupe Homestead c. 1816 
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Of  Note:
In September, Lake Ridge Academy 
will celebrate 50 years.   Col. Nahorn, 
as  director of Archives, is actively 
w o rk i n g w i t h t h e S ch o o l i n 
preparation for this  important 
milestone.

Please refer to 
www.newindianridgemuseum.org for 
the most up-to-date information from 
our various Museum offices.  Simply 

click on the “News” tab.
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the Hollstein field (we have found 
artifacts  in  that field, which indicate 
prehistoric inhabitance).  The stone 
has two indentations on one side, and 
another indentation is on the reverse 
side.  This was  possibly a fire starting 
rock or used for cracking nuts, and is 
in a typical style for this type of 
artifact;  these forms have been found 
at local sites as well.   We are 
concluding that this  stone is  a part of 
the Hollstein Site, which is on the 
contiguous property.   It is  an 
important find, and we are glad to be 
able to document and preserve 
another artifact from  this very local 
site.

 

Speaking Engagements

Col. Speaks on Old 
Spring & Braun Brewery

	 In July, Col. Nahorn spoke 
to the Friends of Amherst Library,  on 
the discovery of the Braun Brewery 
Cellars and the history of the Old 
Spring located in Amherst.  There 
was a good turnout,  and we were 
pleased with the response.  Local 
history outreach education is one of 
our goals here at the N. I. R. M.

Col. Nahorn Speaks at 
Lake Ridge Academy

In April, Col. Nahorn, director 
of the New Indian Ridge Museum 
spoke to the third grade class  at Lake 
Ridge Academy.  The topic was 
prehistoric Ohioans, and artifacts 
were brought in for students to view.  
Col.  Nahorn serves  as director of 
Archives at Lake Ridge, where he 
graduated in 2008.  He continues to 
stay involved with his  alma mater and 

also is on the 50th Anniversary 
committee for the School.

Latest from the Museum
‘Rattlesnake Effigy 
Pipe’ Featured in 
A.S.O. Journal 
 The ve ry f ine quar t z 
Rattlesnake Effigy pipe from Col. 
Vietzen’s collection was featured 

in an article written by Col. 
Nahorn and submitted to the 
“Ohio Archaeologist” which is 

the Archaeological Society of 
Ohio’s professionally published 
journal.  The article and photos 

were accepted by the Journal’s 
editor, and we are pleased they 
decided to publish this important 
a n c i e n t I n d i a n a r t i f a c t .   

Amherst History Update

Old Spring Update
As soon as the City of Amherst 

completes  its  storm sewer project in 
the vicinity of the Old Spring, we will 
continue our restoration project, in 
conjunction with the Timko family.  
This is planned for mid-August.  
Watch later issues to learn more.  

At the July meeting of the 
Lorain County Preservation Network 
h e l d a t t h e H i s t o r i c S h u p e 
H o m e s t e a d a n d N . I . R . M . , 
participants from our local historical 
societies voted to designate the Braun 
House (5 Corners  Bed and Breakfast, 
today) and Old Spring site as Lorain 
County Historic Landmarks.  It is 
only fitting for these important parts 
of Amherst history to be recognized 
at the County level.  
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