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Local Prehistory Preserved  

Shupe Griststone Studied & Dedicated
The grist stone that was used in 

Amherst’s founder Jacob Shupe’s 
gristmill,  now preserved at his 
Homestead N.I.R.M., was the subject of 

a June 13 study by Dr. Joe Hannibal, 
Curator of invertebrate paleontology at 
the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History and his team of interns.  

Dr. Hannibal is studying millstones, 
more specifically their material and 
whether they were locally quarried or 
imported from France.  His study in this 
area originally began through a survey of 
old gravestones.   

“Chert,” Dr. Hannibal stated, 
“became the favored stone type after 
locally found granite was used.”  He 
stated that this local granite most likely 
originated as “glacial erratics” from 
Canada, being pushed here during the 
last Ice Age Glaciation event.  During 
his time here at the Homestead, he 
described his study, telling us that tiny 
fossils found in French buhrstones were 
unique to material found in that region 
and could be differentiated from more 
local sources, because of the presence 
or absence of those indicator fossils.  

After a couple of hours spent 
thoroughly studying the stone, using 
hand lenses, determining the stone’s 
composition, and taking precise 

measurements, Dr. Hannibal confirmed 
our research that this stone was carved 
from a large glacial erratic boulder that 
originated from the Canadian Shield.  It 
was pushed here during the last Ice Age 
Glaciation event, and later Jacob Shupe 
selected this stone, found along Beaver 
Creek, out of which he carved this mill 
buhr.  It is a runnerstone, which sat 
atop, nearly touching, the stationary 
bedstone that rested in the mill floor.  
Shupe’s mill, the first in this section of 
the county, was started c.1813.   

An abbreviated tour of the 
N.I.R.M. was taken, before the research 
team departed, to study another 
millstone.  We thank Dr. Hannibal and 
his team for studying the stone and look 
forward to the future published data.  

On June 28, 2014, a group of 
family, friends, and Museum associates 
gathered to officially dedicate the grist 
stone we acquired in Sept. 2013, which 
originated from Jacob Shupe’s gristmill.  
A special thanks to Diane Nahorn, 
Museum Director of Refreshments, who 
organized and prepared food and space 
for this event.   

The stone was dedicated to Jacob 
Shupe and to his drive and initiative to 
start business endeavors here, in what 
would become early Amherst.  
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The 1811 Historic Shupe Homestead  
Drawing courtesy of Neal Jenne

Of Note: 
Upcoming Programs:  

Col. Nahorn will give a talk on 
the Old Spring & Braun Brewery 
to Avon Lake Historical Society 

in Sept. and a talk on Indian 
Ridge Museum to Elyria 

Historical Assoc. in January. !
Please refer to 

www.newindianridgemuseum.org for the 
most up-to-date information from our various 
Museum offices.  Click on the “News” tab. 
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Local History Preserved 
Artifacts & Materials 
Acquired; 3rd Room to 
be Added to Museum 

A number of  important local 
historical items have been acquired 
and are now preserved at the 
Museum. 

On April 9, 2014, a team from 
N.I.R.M. in cooperation with the 
Sheffield Village Historical Society 
worked to salvage architectural 
artifacts from the historic Capt. Aaron 
Root House.  Years of neglect to the 
structure resulted in its demise.  In its 
place a dollar store will be built, 

located at the southwest corner of 
State Routes 611 and 301, in Sheffield 
Village.  

In 1816 young Aaron Root 
(1801-65) came to this area from 
Sheffield, MA. with his family, 
becoming the first settlers in the 
Sheffield Village, OH. area.  As a 
mariner he later worked with Robbins 
Burrell to transport runaway slaves 
using local waterways such as the 
French Creek and Black River.  

We were fortunate to be able to 
both salvage material from the house 
and document this structure thanks to 
D r . C h a r l e s a nd M r s . R i c k i 
Herdendorf , President of the 
Sheffield Village Historical Society, 
respectively.  Please visit http://
newindianridgemuseum.org/category/
articles/page/2/ to learn more about 
this story and view photos.  

Of note, we salvaged an original 
stair tread from the front main 
staircase, which is planned to be 

incorporated into the restoration of 
the Shupe Homestead staircase.  

  The original safe from the E. H. 
Nicholl pharmacy previously located 
in downtown Amherst is now safe at 
the N.I.R.M. thanks to a generous 
donation by Mary Powers Kuss 
Miller.  Nicholl opened in 1884 
relocating to 187 Park Ave. in 1894.  
Barney Kuss, employed at the 
pharmacy, later purchased it in 1910. 
Mary Miller, Kuss’ granddaughter, 
remembered the safe in her family’s 
store for many years.  Wanting this 
memory and the piece preserved 
locally, she donated the safe to us.   

We now preserve 4 of the 70 
blades from the Elk Lick Cache.  In 
1964 Col. Raymond C. Vietzen, of 
the Indian Ridge Museum, recovered 
70 flint blades on the farm of Dr. 
Brake, located in southwestern 
Kentucky, approximately 50 miles 
north of Nashville, TN.  The 70 
blades of a blue-grey nodular flint 
were placed in the ground as a 
ceremonial offering.  They ranged in 
size from the longest at 12” and 
widest at 6.”  This nodular flint 
material is native to the limestone 
cave and cliff walls from the southern 
tip of IN. and IL. through KY. and 
TN.  

The Hopewell man made this 
cache and placed these blades in the 
ground, in a shaft 33” deep and 17” 
wide, around 100 B.C.  Red sand and 
red ocher were carefully placed in  
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b e t w e e n t h e b l a d e s .  T h e 
ceremonial blades were covered 
over, and an offering of burned 
animal remains was made on a 
small limestone alter constructed 
over the blades.  A small mound 
was then constructed over this 
ceremony.   
     The 70 cache blades reposed 
in Col. Vietzen’s Indian Ridge 
Museum from 1964 - 1995, when 
t h e M u s e u m c l o s e d a n d 
collection was sold, during which 
time the cache was dispersed, 
each blade being sold separately.  
S i n c e 2 0 0 0 , w e h a v e b e e n 
working to reassemble the cache 
and have recollected 4 of the 
original 70 blades here at the 
New Indian Ridge Museum.   

A piece of locally found petrified 
wood is now preserved at N.I.R.M.  It 
was found in 1972 on the Vietzen 
Homestead, at the corner of West 
Ridge and Fowl Roads, in Elyria by 
Col. Vietzen.  This is a relatively rare 
find, and we are very pleased to be 
able to preserve this important piece 
of local geological history.   

This stone is complete with a tag 
in Col. Vietzen’s handwriting.  It was 
displayed for many years in his 
Museum, located on the Vietzen 
Homestead, where the stone was 
found.  It was purchased and donated 
to the N.I.R.M. by the Rounds 
Family.  

     As a result of so many recent 
a c q u i s i t i o n s , i t h a s b e c o m e 
necessary for us to expand our 
collection and preservation space 
here at the N.I.R.M. in order to 
h a v e a m p l e d i s p l a y s p a c e .  
Opened in 2000, the Museum 
outgrew its original room, and in 
2002 a second room was opened.   
Completion of the third room is 
planned for the Museum’s 14 
years anniversary in November 
2014.  !
Old Spring Update 

W e c o n t i n u e t o r e s t o r e 
Amherst’s Old Spring.  Updates from 
this historic spot, in the heart of 
d o w n t o w n A m h e r s t , i n c l u d e 
restoration of the stone wall and 
backdrop made in 1914; regular 
maintenance of the area; a new 
concrete step; and cleaning out the 
drain in the basin with the addition of 
a new, modified drain cover.   

On June 21, 2014, Col. Nahorn 
and Bill Nahorn worked to restore 
the stone wall around the basin - see 
before and after views below:  

Wildlife Preserve Update 
Invasive Species Control, 
Trees Added, & Shupe 
House Painting 

Col. Nahorn tackled painting the 
rear section of  the Shupe House this 
Spring, while working also to control 
non-native invasive plant species at 
the Wildlife Preserve.  Several trees 
and plants have been added to the 
Nahorn Arboretum and Plant 
Collection, including a Quaking 
Aspen, Tamarack, American Holly, 
E. Prickly Pear Cactus, and Umbrella 
Magnolia (all Ohio natives).   

The Ash tree that we treated two 
years ago was due for a second 
treatment, so this was also done. 
Celebrating Local History 
Amherst Town Hall 
Marks 130 Years 

Amherst historians gathered 
June 25 to commemorate Amherst 
Town Hall’s 130th year anniversary.  
The building, made from ‘material’ 
from Amherst - Sandstone Center of  
the World, was built on land donated 
by philanthropist Justice of  the Peace 
and founder of  Amherst’s downtown 
area, Josiah Harris.  He stipulated the 
building be built of  native Amherst 
sandstone, which replaced a wooden 
structure, actually still standing in 
Amherst today.  

By 1884, funds were finally 
approved, and the heavy blocks of  
sandstone were placed.  From 
newspaper archives, we learn that  
(July 3, 1884) James Nichols of  
Amherst was awarded the contract - 
“The building is 50 x 83 feet.  
Contract price $17,070.”  Special 
thanks to historian Jim Wilhelm for 
his research on this project.  
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