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Front Page News 
Col. Nahorn Presents Talk, “Prehistory of Northern 
Ohio;” Well-Received By 40-Person Amherst Group 

Imagine a time when what we now 
know as Ohio was covered with at least a 
mile high of glacial ice — then a time when 
much of Northern Ohio was covered with 
glacial lakes, extending much farther south 
than present-day Lake Erie — now a time 
when our area was covered in dense, mature 
forested land.  These changes; the people 
who inhabited the land during each of those 
time periods; and the tools they used in 
which to survive and carry out tasks, were 
described and discussed during an 
informative talk given by Col. Nahorn.   

Above: detail view of a map from Col. 
Vietzen’s 1973 publication, “Yesterday’s 
Ohioans” showing the long-standing theory 
of the Paleo-Indian migration route into the 
New World via an ice bridge over the Bering 
Strait, referred to in the presentation.  

The venue for this talk was the Amherst 
Historical Society’s quarterly membership 
meeting, held at the Schoolhouse-Grange 
building on the grounds of the Society’s 
Sandstone Village.  

An audience of 40 individuals heard 
information about groups of Native 
American Indians who called the southern 
shores of Lake Erie home, for thousands of 
years, including the Paleo, Archaic, 
Woodland, and Late Prehistoric (Erie).  As 
these Native peoples did not have contact 
with early settlers, archaeologists have 
generally given these groups of people 
names, being divided by differences in 
lifestyles and tools they used over time 

Geologic changes were discussed as 
well.  Changes in tool styles and the Natives’ 
lifestyles were described to the group. 

A question and answer session was 
entertained following the presentation, and a 
few individuals brought prehistoric stone 
tools to identify and share.  Col. Nahorn 
aided in providing information on these 
artifacts. 

This program is planned to be 
presented again in the near future for other 
historical and civic-oriented groups, and it is 
listed as a program that we regularly offer.  
The importance of providing such 
information and sharing it with local 
residents, is a main goal of the Museum.   

          ——————— 
Below: Archaic-style projectile point 

“found along Beaver Creek” in Amherst.  
The particular style of artifact dates to the 
Archaic period, c. 7,200 B.C.  It is fastened 
to an original tag from Col. Vietzen’s Indian 
Ridge Museum and is now preserved at the 
New Indian Ridge Museum.  
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The 1811 Historic Shupe Homestead  
Drawing courtesy of Neal Jenne

Upcoming Events:  
 Col. Nahorn continues to 

present programs and talks to 
area groups.  

Please refer to 
www.newindianridgemuseum.org 

for the most up-to-date 
information - click on “News” 
for upcoming events & such. 
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Local Updates 
Changing Landscape: 
Barns Demolished Make 
Way for Development 

Scenery continues to change 
around the for mer Hol l s te in 
Farmstead along Cooper Foster Park 
Road.   

Photographed on May 13, 2017, 
the former Hollstein Homestead, 

built in 1958 was in the process of  
being demolished, and the complex 
of  metal barns across the road soon 
met the same fate.  To the immediate 
right and in front of  the right portion 
of  barn structures in this photograph, 
was an old pear orchard.   

A r e s i d e n t i a l h o u s i n g 
development is planned for the 
extreme rear (northern) portion of  
t h i s f o r m e r f a r m fi e l d , a n d 
commercial venues are planned for 
the front portion (southern portion 
towards Route 2), as of  the last 
planning presentation.  This area was 
further cleared, and the site is clearly 
visible from Route 2.   

The house, only 59 years old, 
actually witnessed quite a bit of  
history, from the quiet country road 
that once was Cooper Foster Park 
Road, to the intrusion of  a noisy 
interstate highway into its backyard.   

      ——————— 
MetroParks Trail Extends 
Northward 

The Lorain County MetroParks, 
in their goals of  creating connectivity 
in pedestrian walkways throughout 
the County while placing these 
within and near scenic spots, is 
extending its Beaver Creek Trail from 
the Mercy Rec Center northward, 
alongside Rosecliff  Creek (a tributary 
of  Beaver Creek, its headwaters drain 
from the Small Farmstead), through a 
bit of  wooded area, alongside the 

Hollstein farm field (to be a 
residential development), and finally 
i n t o a w o o d e d b l o c k o f  
approximately 12 acres recently 
acquired by the Parks system, located 
just over the line in Lorain.  The trail 
will, for now, terminate in the 

fl o o d p l a i n o f  B e ave r C r e e k 
overlooking a scenic section of  the 
watercourse.  The upland area, 
abutting the Hollstein property, is a 
part of  the Hollstein (archaeological) 
Site, previously documented.   

Above: a silt fence protects a 
portion of  the wooded area through 
which the trail will extend, before the 
area has been paved for the pathway.   

      ——————— 
Kayak Guided Tour 

Below: a view of  the scenic 
Vermilion River, just north of  the 
Route 2 bridge.  With higher Lake 
levels and also frequent rain events in 
the Northern Ohio area this season, 
area watercourses have provided 
excellent conditions for paddling.   

In July, Col. Nahorn provided a 
guided paddling tour along the 
beautiful Vermilion River at the 
request of  a family.  Pointing out 
natural, geologic, and historical 
features along the way, he was 
pleased to share these points along 
with a bit of  watershed awareness 
information on how land-use affects 
water quality and stream bank 
integrity.   

The Vermilion River is an ideal 
watercourse along which guided 
tours may be provided. 
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Shupe Homestead Update 
Maintenance & Projects 

Spring and summer seasons 
a r o u n d t h e H i s t o r i c S h u p e 
Homestead & Wildlife Preserve mean 
many projects, both inside and 
outside of  the historic house.   

We continue our invasive plant 
eradication program throughout the 
property.  This is of  course an 
ongoing project.   

Ongoing maintenance and 
preservation of  the Historic Shupe 
House is also ongoing, but no major 
projects are to be reported at this 
time.  A basement entry renovation 
project will soon be underway. 

Inside of  the addition to the 
Shupe House we are working to 
install sycamore flooring, wood from 
which we milled here at the Shupe 
Homestead, cut from a tree that was 
removed as a result of  a new dollar 
store construction on Milan Avenue 
(the location is actually the original 
front yard of  the Onstine-Warner-
Miller Homestead on the North 
Ridge).    

A new gate post has been erected 
at the entrance to the Historic Shupe 
Homestead, and it too is a re-
purposed piece of  local history.  In 
2002, a van plowed into a tall and 
narrow grain barn at a curve on 
Cooper Foster Park Road, near the 
present location of  the Toyota 
Dealership.  As a result, the barn was 
destroyed, and we were able to 
salvage material from the barn, 
including sandstone foundation 
stones, beams, and barn siding.  One 
of  the sandstone foundation stones 
(hand cut) we decided to repurpose as 
a gatepost here at the Homestead.  
We are very pleased with the 
outcome of  this project.  

Excursions Around Northern Ohio 
Black River: A Cleanup 
Success & Restoration 
Efforts Continue  

The Black River Cleanup, 
organized by the LoCo Yaks paddling 
group, was another success this year.  
We have aided for several years in 
this important cleanup event, 
donating the use of  our dump trailer 
and labor throughout the weekend.  
This year, totals of  trash collected, 
include: 14.39 tons of  trash and 254 

tires — all done with 315 volunteers.  
The tires were recycled through the 
Bridgestone tire recycling program.  
This is a major accomplishment for 
our cleanup effort and the general 
health of  the lower Black River 
Watershed.   

In July, the Black River Advisory 
Committee (formerly Black River 
Area of  Concern) held its annual 
potluck lunch, meeting, and boat ride 
up the Black River, providing an 
opportunity for Committee members 
to view the work they’ve helped guide 
and support.   

Col. Nahorn, a member of  the 
Committee, was once again pleased 
to take part in the event, and we 
noted several restoration areas along 
the channel, including stream bank, 
wetland, and floodplain restoration.  
Recreating fish habitat and reducing 
invasive species are key goals of  the 
restoration efforts.  We also had an 
opportunity to view the historic 
Lora in L igh thouse, wh ich i s 
celebrating its centennial anniversary.   

Above, note the Heron Rookery 
area, an extremely popular spot for 
Great Blue Herons to nest, along a 

bend in the floodplain of  the Black 
River, downstream from Bungart 
Island.   
Kayaking Around 

I n J u n e , C o l . N a h o r n 
participated in the Annual Black 
River Kayakathon (see photo, below, 
in middle column).  Representing 
West River Paddle Sports in 
Vermilion, where he aids the team in 
providing guided paddling tours, he 
was pleased to once again paddle the 
Black River during this “watershed 
awareness” type event.  He was 
proud to report that he did take first 
p lace in h i s par t i cu lar c la s s 
(determined by boat length).  He 
looks forward to participating in this 
event in years to come, while 
watching the “comeback” of  plant 
and animal life along the Black River 
mainstem.   

Memorial Day Parades 
Participation  

Memorial Day weekend is a time 
to reflect on history and those who 
have served our country.  This year, 
we were pleased to be able to 
participate in two separate events, in 
Amherst and Brownhelm. 

In Amherst, Col. Nahorn drove 
his restored 1951 Farmall H tractor, 
pulling the Amherst Historical 
Society’s float — a replica of  a 
sandstone wheel — through the 
Memoria l Day Parade, whi le 
members of  the Society followed, 
dressed in period clothing and 
participating in the event. 

In Brownhelm, Col. Nahorn 
once again drove his restored 1952 
Farmall Cub tractor in their always-
educational Memorial Day Weekend 
parade, ending at the North Ridge 
Cemetery.   

We continue to thank our 
veterans for their service.  
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