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Lorain County History Preserved: ‘Find of the Summer’

Wadsworth House Materials Salvaged
The David L. Wadsworth House,
built by himself between 1865-1866 was
demolished on August 14, 2012. Even
after being moved from its original
location in 1998 to be salvaged, the
house was not restored, and demolition
loomed in its future.
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Of Note:
L a k e R i d g e A c a d e m y ’s 5 0 t h
Anniversary Celebration will be held
in September 2013 - please pay close
attention to future newsletters for
more information on the plans as we
continue to formulate them.
Please refer to
www.newindianridgemuseum.org for
the most up-to-date information from
our various Museum offices. Simply
click on the “News” tab.

Museum Trustee Diane Nahorn
was able to contact the owner of the
house to secure permission for our
organization to send a salvage team to
the house. We were able to save several
uniquely shaped windows with wavy
glass, original doors, hardware, wide
molding, bricks, and other architectural
materials from the structure. We also
found a small bundle of shake shingles
in the attic, tied together with a string. A
new display highlighting these materials
has been installed in the Museum.
After some research, we found that
D. L. Wadsworth, the first inhabitant of
the house, owned a shingle mill. Those
in the attic most probably came from his
mill and were in the attic ever since!
In the 1830s, D. L. Wadsworth
came with his parents from
Massachusetts to Wellington.
His
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father built the first brick house in
Wellington after residing in a log house.
D. L. Wadsworth was a farmer and
dealt in stock trading.
He was also
involved in different milling operations.
Built of brick and sandstone in
1866, the Wadsworth House was one of
the largest and finest in the area. It was
featured in Williams’ “History of Lorain
County” (1879), with an accompanying
engraving. It originally stood near the
site of the RiteAid drugstore on Route
58 in Wellington until 1998 when it was
moved in front of the Whirlaway
company (below). Now, yet another
important Lorain County structure is
lost; at least we have it documented here
at the Museum.
We would like to thank Mr. Zupan
for allowing us to save these materials in
order to present a display on this house
so that it may be documented.

On August 10, we made a trip to
the Wadsworth House as we wanted to
explore a secondary attic space. We
also wished to save a round window in
the attic peak. Upon entering the tiny
attic space, Museum Trustee Bill
Nahorn spotted an antique salt-glazed
www.newindianridgemuseum.org
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3-gallon butter churn (dating c. 1820-1830) with a blue
painted flower design. We were ecstatic to make such a
find. This, as one Museum associate noted, was “the find of
the summer.” Further research allowed us to conclude that
it was likely among the possessions of the original Wadsworth
family and may have been brought into Ohio from
Massachusetts by the family. Or, it was purchased when they
arrived here. As we moved further into the attic space,
another round window and its accompanying screen were
noted resting on the floor. These were saved as well. We
proceeded to the original intent of entering the space – saving
the round window that could be seen from the exterior. Col.
Nahorn was able to safely remove this piece from the wall.
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These two important, local artifacts are now preserved,
along with their stories, at the New Indian Ridge Museum.

On August 30, 2012 the “Amherst News-Times” printed an
article regarding Col. Nahorn’s efforts to preserve and
document parts of the historic Wadsworth House. This
well-executed article highlighted the 3-gallon butter churn
(below). The article was then printed by the local Wellington
paper, and the same story ran in that edition as well.

Shupe Homestead Update

Shupe House Windows Restored,
Wadsworth House Door Installed

Other Important Artifacts Preserved

Artifacts from Col. Vietzen
Collection Preserved
Several important artifacts were acquired for Col.
Nahorn’s 23rd birthday in October. Many were from Col.
Vietzen’s Indian Ridge Museum. Two will be highlighted in
this article: one is a large, 4 3/4” blade of Flint Ridge Flint
material found in Lorain County, Ohio, with an inscription
by Col. Vietzen. The other is a 3/4 grooved stone axe that
was found on the local Paul Schmitkon Farm on Middle
Ridge Road. This piece has Col. Vietzen’s original tag
preserved on the artifact.
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A restoration project of 5 of the 6 old wooden double
hung windows with wavy glass at the Historic Shupe
Homestead was completed by Col. Nahorn and his team at
the Shupe House, the first house in Amherst, Ohio,
constructed by the town’s founder, Jacob Shupe c. 1816.
Each window was removed, reglazed, repainted, and
generally over-hauled before being placed back into the wall.
Most of the original molding is still in place, but other pieces
were fabricated to restore missing sections. All molding was
originally of poplar wood and square nails were found
holding the frame/window casing and molding together. All
new molding pieces are also of poplar as we are in an effort
to maintain the historical character.
Any broken glass
beyond salvaging was replaced with other wavy, local glass,
dating to 1884.
A door that was salvaged by Museum workers from the
Historic Wasdsworth House in Wellington, was completely
refurbished and installed in the Shupe House in September.
It is a fine, solid poplar wood door that is held together with
www.newindianridgemuseum.org
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mortis and tenon joints.
Col.
Nahorn along with Museum Trustee
Diane Nahorn completely scraped
the door, while Col. Nahorn filled
holes, primed, and painted it. Other
preparations had to be done,
including making holes for the hinges,
knob, and other aspects. Molding
from the Wadsworth House was
placed around the door as our next
project. Thanks to Museum Trustee
Bill Nahorn for his expertise as well.
The knob that was installed on this
door is a black porcelain knob that
Col. Nahorn and Diane Nahorn
saved from the Hollstein House,
another historic house that was just
down the road from the Shupe
House. The knob was used on an
exterior basement door. This was
saved and stored for several years
until we could find the right use for it.
The door and its “new” knob now
have a new purpose, in the Shupe
House. We were very pleased to get
this next restoration project
completed, just after the Shupe
House window restoration project
wrapped up at the end of August.
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the Shupe Homestead Wildlife
Preserve’s Arboretum located in the
front of the property. This specific
oak species is our only native oak with
a single, smooth-lobed leaf. We are
extremely excited to add this fine
specimen, chosen by our arborist, Mr.
Art Parker, and purchased and
donated by Bill and Diane Nahorn.
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Col. Nahorn recently finished the
second draft of an informational
report with proposals for preservation
regarding the Jabez Burrell House,
(below) one of the first brick houses
in Lorain County (c. 1820).
Museum contributors Dr. and
Mrs. Herdendorf reviewed the
document and provided valuable
constructive criticism. The intent of
the report is to: (1) present a brief
historical introduction of the Jabez
Burrell House, an important, early
Lorain County Federal Style
structure; (2) record its present
condition; and (3) provide a proposal
plan of recommendations for future
preservation of the house.
This
report mainly focuses on the exterior
of the house, as we believe the most
pressing issues with preservation are
occurring there.
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Wildlife Preserve Update

Shingle Oak Added to
Arboretum; Invasive
Species Tackled
A shingle oak tree (Quercus
inbricaria) is the latest tree added to
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