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Front Page News

Updates from the 1811 Historic Shupe Homestead:
Projects Continue & So Does Planning
Yes, we decided to use the same or
very similar topic heading as the front
page news story for two editions in a
row.
This is because of the great
importance of such topics.
Projects around the Shupe
Homestead have been both
accomplished and are “in the works.”
Drainage issues around the house are
being addressed, along with basement
entryway maintenance updates. It is
never too soon to begin planning for
next season, and a few major projects
are in the planning stages. Projects
regarding not just the House itself but
also the wildlife preserve grounds need
to be coordinated.
Invasive plant
species land management projects for
next year are being planned also.
We are pleased with the
accomplishments thus far, and progress
is being made with commendable zeal.
—————————
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up quite well, and we are pleased.
Regular and persistent maintenance is
key.

Next Report: Old
Spring
Our next (and 7th) research report
and in-depth study will investigate
Amherst’s Old Spring — its history,
geology, &c. Naturally, this ties into the
reason for the location of downtown
Amherst, Ohio, therefore, the two topics
will both be discussed in this paper.

Recent Acquisition
The Filbert Family generously
donated a beautiful early 1900s
Silvertone Phonograph to the Museum’s
collection, which has expanded to other
areas of the Shupe House and its
addition. This fine appliance of early
musical entertainment fits perfectly with
the wood finishes of the main room in
which it is located. We are pleased to
preserve this useful item that previously
belonged to Lloyd and Lucile Schostek.
The machine plays well and
produces a robust sound. It is a fine
addition to the Homestead.

-Jason Shaffer
Museum Photography &
Documentation Advisor

Upcoming Events:
Please refer to
www.newindianridgemuseum.org
for the most up-to-date information
— click on “News” for upcoming
events & such.
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The circa 1812 Shupe House,
constructed on what is the 1811 Historic
Shupe Homestead Wildlife Preserve
here in Amherst, received a fresh coat of
paint and wood stabilization this 2018
summer season. The wood is holding
www.newindianridgemuseum.org
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Local Updates

George Onstine
House Rediscovered

The Museum is often asked to
aid in historical research of local
houses. We are pleased to aid in such
research projects and become quite
excited when we can verify important
early history, helping to bolster our
knowledge of early Amherst.
A 1936 newspaper article gives a
tantalizing bit of history on the thenstill-existent Onstine family
homesteads, two of which we know
are still standing. George Onstine
(1788-1858), son of Frederick (the
family which came to Amherst in
1817) built this structure in 1833, at
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Old Spring Sign to be
Replaced

A gentleman recently contacted
the Museum after having reportedly
found one of the original, metal “Old
Spring” signs along Milan Ave. The
sign was made by August
Nabakowski, who operated a roofing
and sheet metal business across from
the Spring. The sign will be properly
cleaned and painted, then rehung
under the upper stone arch, where it
formerly hung, years ago. We are so
pleased to be able to replace it here!
It is important to note that
before investing in getting the sign
cleaned and painted, the arch must
be prepared to accept the sign back
in its proper place. Meaning, we will
need to ensure the arch is structurally
secure and ready to receive the sign.
As usual, this project is going to be a
bit more involved than initially
expected. Stay tuned!
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what is now known as 583 Milan Ave.
The house was later raised in height
and its foundation updated.
We
visited the structure, and the
basement, as usual, was of most
interest.
The structure displays
craftsmanship of the era and verifies
our research through tax records. We
are pleased when the physical
evidence corroborates
documentation.

Recent Acquisitions

Additions to the Museum’s
research library are extremely
important, just as an artifact for
display. Two relatively recent books
of note include “Oberlin: The
Colony and the College” (1883) and
“Genealogy of the Johnson-Tozer
Family and Historical
Sketches” (1917).
Both books are invaluable
historical resources and artifacts, in
themselves.
In particular, the
Johnson-Tozer publication boasts
quite a few interesting anecdotes
highlighting early Amherst history.
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Oak Donated to
Memorial

Col. Nahorn has donated a bur
oak to the Lorain County Vietnam
Veterans’ Memorial here in Amherst,
replacing a tree that recently died.
It will be a beautiful, long-lived tree!
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