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Front Page News

Spring at the 1811 Historic Shupe Homestead!
—What Does That Mean?
SPRING at the 1811 Historic
Shupe Homestead! While some may
think it is just another time to
recommence cutting the lawn and
blowing leaves out of the garden, this
season of rebirth involves so much more
than that.
To me, managing our 15 acres
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Upcoming Events:

Please refer to
www.newindianridgemuseum.org
for the most up-to-date
information — click on “News” for
upcoming events & such.
Programs Offered
Please visit the website
www.newindianridgemuseum.org
to learn about free programs
offered by Col. Nahorn.
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wildlife preserve along the Beaver
Creek, it is probably the busiest time of
the year: hand pulling non-native
invasive plant species such as garlic
mustard (above) and various escaped
varieties of ivy; digging out lesser
celandine; and beginning once again our
fight against out-of-control privet and
multiflora rose bushes. (Below, a native
blood root wildflower at the Preserve.)

Major improvements have been
clearly evidenced with our dedicated
efforts. We were extremely excited to
witness a bald eagle perch and spend an
afternoon along Beaver Creek (above).
All of this and more continues
throughout the year, in an effort to
encourage growth of native spring
ephemeral wildflower species, in a
further effort to provide high-quality,
native habitat within the Beaver Creek
Watershed. And the projects continue.
As an active local historian, with
over 20 years in this field, and an
environmental issues consultant, looking
at the past is natural for me — but
looking towards the future is the other
half to my background.
Being an historian, with a degree in
environmental studies from Oberlin
College, which I use to inform my
management of the Historic Shupe
Homestead Wildlife Preserve, provides
a unique relation between two fields.
So, what is next?
Ensuring a
successful Spring season of management
projects is crucial.
———————
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Local Updates

Shupe Homestead
Update

Having the opportunity to visit a
two-centuries year old historic
homestead is exciting. Spending the
night there is exhilarating. Managing
such an historic site is a major
responsibility. Living in such a place
is a great honor.
Since moving in to the 1811
Historic Shupe Homestead almost 30
years ago, my understanding of the
property has grown, and largely
because of that, my active interest in
local history and historic preservation
blossomed forth.
Historic research of the
Homestead is ongoing. Entering into
an agreement with the Western
Reserve Land Conservancy in Fall
2008 to ensure that the rich and
high-quality natural resources of the
property are conserved in perpetuity,
also ensures the historic resources are
preserved, to an extent. As with
maintaining the Wildlife Preserve is
ongoing, preservation of the Shupe
House is an ongoing maintenance
project as well.
Constant wood
stabilization, paint maintenance, and
related projects continue.
Below, see a 1929 ‘Standard’
toilet that we salvaged from the
North Ridgeville Winckles-BarberGower Homestead in 2015, that we
recently incorporated into the Shupe
House. It is a nice working antique!
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important to revisit and review these
here — some may not be familiar or
even know of these goals, which aid
in guiding the Museum’s preservation
and documentation efforts. These
include:
I. Educate interested
individuals on and preserve the
history of Amherst, focusing on the
founding, the early years, and
founding father, Jacob Shupe and his
family.
II. Preserve the history of Col.
Raymond C. and Mrs. Ruth Vietzen
and their Indian Ridge Museum.
The intent of this goal is to
reassemble as many artifacts as
possible from the original Indian
R i d g e M u s e u m a n d Vi e t z e n
collection, into the New Indian Ridge
Museum, especially those artifacts
that have been locally found.
III. Preserve, protect, document,
and report on important prehistoric
and historic artifacts, sites, and other
pieces of history that aid in the
further edification of individuals on
the broad patterns of this region’s
unique prehistory and history.
(Revised August 10, 2008;
updated 2010.)
Col. Nahorn continues to serve
on the Curator Committee of the
Amherst Historical Society and
provides free talks and programs on
topics of prehistoric and historic
interest, several with local
connections.
The Adena-stem style flint
projectile point shown here (below) is
a recent acquisition that was in the
original Vietzen Indian Ridge
Museum in Elyria. It is of Ohio
Flint Ridge material and exhibits
unique veins of crystals, which often
was discarded by native peoples, as it
creates a certain level of weakness in
the stone, especially for use as a
projectile point.
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Museum Goals

Some may not know the
background or goals of the Museum.
The New Indian Ridge Museum is a
private museum that was founded in
2000 by Col. Matthew W. Nahorn.
The Museum maintains three
main goals that guide the
preservation objectives.
It is
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