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Front Page News 
Projects Planned for New Year; NIRM to Recognize 
20 Years Anniversary

As we move into 2020, the Fall 
season reminds us to prepare for the 
upcoming year.  Many projects at the 
1811 Historic Shupe Homestead are 
being planned and drawn up for 
2020.  Routine projects will be 
updated as necessary.  Projects in 
order to continue to bring the Shupe 
House back to period-style are 
ongoing and include both interior 
and exterior work.  Proper planning 
must always take place before 
anything is executed, however.  

My interest in local history 
began in 1998, when my family 
delved into work on the historic 
Homestead.  Two years later I began 
to form the New Indian Ridge 
Museum, a need I recognized was 
necessary after the loss of the  
original Vietzen Indian Ridge 
Museum (1930-1995), while actively 
working to restore and maintain the 
Historic Shupe Homestead.  I 
started the New Indian Ridge 
Museum in 2000.  The Museum is 
not currently open to the public.  
However, we do offer free programs 
on various local prehistory, history, 
and environmental (watershed) 
awareness topics.   

Soon, twenty years will have 
passed since the goals of the 
Museum were formed, which have 
since been updated: I. Educate 
interested individuals on and 
preserve the history of Amherst, 
focusing on the founding, the early 
years, and founding father, Jacob 
Shupe and his family; II. Preserve 
the history of Col. Raymond C. and 
Mrs. Ruth Vietzen and their Indian 
Ridge Museum.  The intent of this 
goal is to resemble as many artifacts 
as possible from the original Indian 
R idge Museum and Vie t zen 
collection, into the New Indian 
Ridge Museum, especially those 
artifacts that have been locally found; 
III. Preserve, protect, document, 
and report on important prehistoric 
and historic artifacts, sites, and other 
pieces of history that aid in the 
further edification of individuals on 
the broad patterns of this region’s 
unique prehistory and history.  

Future plans for a publicly 
accessible museum continue to be 
formed and revised.  

  
What are you reading? 

    As the New Indian Ridge 
M u s e u m a t t h e 1 8 11 
Historic Shupe Homestead 
approaches its 20 years 
anniversary, it has been 
decided that the newsletter 
is due for an overhaul.   
     This new version of The 
New Indian Ridge Museum 
- -Quarterly will provide 
for extended article space 
and a cleaner, fresher, 
updated look.  The design 
going forward provides for 
a d d i t i o n a l s p a c e f o r 
u p c o m i n g e v e n t s , 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n f r e e 
programs offered, and 
further history reporting.
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The 1811 Historic Shupe Homestead  
Drawing courtesy of Neal Jenne

Upcoming Events:  
Please refer to 

www.newindianridgemuse
um.org for the most up-to-
date information — click 
on “News” for upcoming 

events & such. 

Programs Offered 
Please visit the website 

www.newindianridgemuse
um.org 

to learn about free 
programs offered by Col. 

Nahorn.
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Local Updates 
Recent Acquisitions

It is important to highlight a few 
recent acquisitions made to the 
Museum’s collections.  We’ve 
acquired a number of  unique and 
interesting items, including early 
“grenade” style fire extinguishers, 
including the one pictured, which still 
retains all of  its original labeling and 
directions for use.   

We also acquired two great 
Vermilion, Ohio souvenir spoons, 
each featuring different designs, 
including a Native American theme 
while the other has an engraving of  
the old Vermilion High School (now 
vacant brick building, still standing).  
These are nice, rare additions to our 
Vermilion collection.  (See photos of  
these spoons in the News section of  
the website.)  

A fine collection of  locally-found 
Native American Indian stone tools 
and projectile points were donated to 
the Museum.  The Don Portman 
Collection includes celts (ungrooved 
stone axes), flint projectile points, and 
flint knives.  This collection, 
generously donated by his niece, 
Laura Portman Iskenderian, contains 
pieces found by Don Portman c. 
1930s on the family farm on Portman 
Road.  Some pieces may have been 
found on a farm he also worked, on 
Baumhart Road.  Johann Portman, 
Don’s grandfather, settled 167 acres 
in Henr ie t ta Townsh ip a f t e r 
emigrating from Switzerland c. 1869.  

This is a great, local collection 
representing the multi-cultural Native 
American Indian groups of  Northern 
Ohio. 

A significant Native American 
Indian iron trade axe, from the 
original Indian Ridge Museum 
collection, was acquired. 

Wildlife Preserve 
Update

 
Wildlife truly abounds at the 

Historic Shupe Homestead Wildlife 
Pre serve in Amher s t .   The 
environmentally significant protected 
property, bordering Beaver Creek, is 
home to diverse habitats and 
associated wildlife.   In August, we 
spotted a box turtle with unique 
markings on its shell in the woods 
(below).  As part of  the Nahorn 
Arboretum, located on the Preserve 
property, we’ve established a native 
wetland/rain garden in a seasonally 
wet area.  Among many of  the native 
plants included, is swamp/marsh 
milkweed, a favorite of  honeybees 
and Monarch butterflies (above).  

  

 
Amherst’s Old Spring 
Update

A site like Amherst’s Historic 
Old Spring requires weekly checkups 
and maintenance.  The Spring, an 
unconfined aquifer, has flowed for 
thousands of  years and continues to 
flow today.  It is largely the reason for 
Downtown Amherst’s location.   

As is customary, two leaf  
blowing sessions were required to 
keep the basin clean, drain flowing, 
and historic cobblestone ‘Milan Ave. 
walkway’ clear.   

  
Amherst’s Shupe & 
Harris BOTH Deserve 
Recognition 

Early Amherst history ought to 
be organized and properly presented 
to all.  Knowing and appreciating the 
Town’s history in which you live is 
imperative.  As we are approaching 
an important milestone for the 
Museum, located at the Historic 
Shupe Homestead, let us review a bit 
of  the foundational history of  
Amherst, Ohio.   

This issue’s article on the Old 
Spring fits well with an article on 
Amherst’s Jacob Shupe and Judge 
Josiah Harris.  Having taken it upon 
myself  to ensure Amherst’s Historic 
Old Spring is maintained, the 
thought of  Josiah Harris comes to 
mind.  The existence of  the Spring 
feature was a major factor in the 
location of  Amherst’s Downtown.  
Harris, coming from Massachusetts, 
settled permanently near the Spring 
site in 1818, seven years after Jacob 
and Catherine Shupe had settled 
about one and a half  miles north of  
the Harris location.  Judge Harris 
donated land for the town center. 

T h e S h u p e s c a m e f r o m 
Pennsylvania, settling on a site in 
what would become Amherst, in 
1811.  This would be the first 
clearing in the area of  Amherst.  The 
Shupes were crucial in spurring 
development in what would become 
Amherst and made it practical for 
early settlers to locate here, as 
previously this had been an “in-
between” area: before the Shupes 
built their water-powered saw (1811) 
and gristmills (1813), the closest mills 
were either at the Huron River or 
Cuyahoga River.   

The Shupe mill location became 
an early “town center” even before 
Amherst was formed.  The Shupes 
truly laid the foundation.  

Jacob Shupe was the first farmer, 
participated in the first funeral, and 
was the father of  the first native-born 
pioneer child.  Jacob and Catherine 
Shupe were friends of  Josiah Harris.
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