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The New Indian Ridge Museum 
—Yearly Report 

              ...Preserving, Interpreting, and Teaching the Past...                     

                        ...to Prepare and Build for the Future...  

Front Page News 
‘Yearly Report’ Replaces Quarterly Newsletter; 
20 Years Recognized 

The New Indian Ridge Museum 
has been in existence for twenty 
years.  This is a milestone worth 
noting in space reserved for front 
page news.  Much local prehistory, 
early historic history, geology, and 
ecologically significant native natural 
ecosystems of North Central Ohio 
have been preserved, conserved, 
acquired, and documented over that 
period of time.  We are proud of 
our efforts and plan to continue into 
the foreseeable future. 

“ T h e N e w I n d i a n R i d g e 
Museum - - Quarterly” newsletter 
has been replaced by a yearly report, 
that will be published in November, 
as that is the month of the founding 
of the Museum (11/24/2000).  
Presenting a yearly report for those 
interested in the Museum, which 
describes its efforts moving forward 
and any necessary updates, makes 
the most sense as opposed to a 
quarterly newsletter, that at times can 
become repetitive.   

As the N. I. R. M. recognizes 
twenty years of “preserv ing , 
interpreting, and teaching the past, to 
prepare and build for the future,” let 
us briefly review the Museum itself: 

You may remember that the original 
Indian Ridge Museum (Elyria) was 
founded by Col. Raymond C. 
Vietzen and his wife Ruth in 1930, 
on a corner of the Vietzen Family 
Homestead.  Over the next sixty-five 
years , they would create an 
incredible museum of prehistoric 
and historic artifacts; provide 
thousands of tours to those 
interested; provide talks and 
presentations; and publish seventeen 
books on related subjects.  Sadly, 
after Col. Vietzen’s passing in 1995, 
their museum was eventually sold 
and collection dispersed throughout 
the world.  Much documented 
information was lost.  In 2000, Col. 
Matthew W. Nahorn decided to 
attempt to recollect as much of the 
original Vietzen collection as 
possible, while preserving the 
Historic Shupe Homestead and 
conserving its important ecological 
features.  These efforts continue 
today.  Please visit the Museum’s 
website to learn more. 

             ———————

  
What are you reading? 

    As the New Indian Ridge 
M u s e u m a t t h e 1 8 11 
Historic Shupe Homestead 
has reached its 20 years 
anniversary, it has been 
decided to update the way 
in which news is presented.   
     This inaugural version 
of The New Indian Ridge 
Museum —Yearly Report 
will provide for extended 
article space and a cleaner, 
fresher, updated look.  The 
des ign going forward 
provides for adequate space 
and will fulfill the needs of 
reporting for the Museum.
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The 1811 Historic Shupe Homestead  
Drawing courtesy of Neal Jenne

Upcoming Events:  
Please refer to 

www.newindianridgemuse
um.org for the most up-to-
date information — click 
on “News” for upcoming 

events & such. 

Programs Offered 
Please visit the website 

www.newindianridgemuse
um.org 

to learn about free 
programs offered by Col. 

Nahorn.
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Local Updates 
Recent Acquisitions

It is important to highlight a few 
recent acquisitions made to the 
Museum’s collections.  As one may 
imagine, at this time in our world, the 
opportunity to acquire items has not 
readily presented itself.  It is however 
extremely important to continue to 
try!   

We did acquire a very unique 
typewriter earlier in the year, donated 
by Bill Flock: a 1905 Blickensderfer 
model 7 with “scientific style” setup 
of  the keyboard - the idea was to 
keep the more frequently used keys 
closer to the space bar.  Of  course, 
that idea did not take off.  Note the 
“wheel” style for the letters, which 
would come into use much more 
prominently with IBM electric 
typewriters, years later.  This 
particular machine comes in its 
original oak case. 

  

 

Wildlife Preserve 
Update

Wildlife truly abounds at the 
Historic Shupe Homestead Wildlife 
Pre serve in Amher s t .   The 
environmentally significant protected 
property, bordering Beaver Creek, is 
home to diverse habitats and 
associated wildlife.   

Much work has taken place over 
especially the spring and summer, in 
an effort to conserve and maintain 
the important nat ive natura l 
resources of  the conserved property.  

We continue to maintain and add to 
the Nahorn Native Trees Arboretum, 
located in the front yard of  the 
Historic Shupe Homestead.  This 
Arboretum features a multitude of  
native trees to Ohio, some of  which 
may not be the most familiar to even 
those individuals who have grown up 
in the area. 

In July, the buttonbushes (above) 
were in bloom at the Wildlife 
Preserve.  They are a native, woody 
bush that has balls of  flowers and 
i n d i c a t e h e a l t h y, w e t l a n d 
environments (as seen below on the 
property). 

 

Previous Homestead 
Resident Contacted

Every day, we attempt to learn 
something new about the Historic 
Shupe Homestead.  Having resided 
here now for twenty-eight years, 
there are few individuals available to 
speak to regarding their direct, 
p rev iou s expe r i ence s o f  t he 
Homestead.   

Earlier in the year, we decided to 
follow-up on a lead regarding a 
gentleman who lived here as a boy in 
the 1930s.  We were pleased to 

successfully contact Mr. Doug 
Katonak, now of  Arizona, who 
maintains fond memories of  living at 
the Homestead and walking “across 
the field” (now occupied by a newly 
constructed housing development, 
MetroPark, and car dealership)  to 
visit his grandparents, whose home 
was located at the present site of  the 
C l e v e l a n d C l i n i c , n e a r t h e 
intersection of  Cooper Foster Park 
Road and Oak Point Road — of  
course long before State Route 2.   

Having the opportunity to speak 
with someone who had lived here 
nearly ninety years ago provides an 
exceptional opportunity.  We spoke 
with Mr. Katonak and were able to 
audio record a most interesting 
interview.  A follow-up call did take 
place.  As discussed with him, it 
would be a great honor to have Mr. 
Katonak visit the Homestead once 
again, but for now, we did send a 
letter with several photos, which he 
seemed to find of  great interest.   

With this ongoing research, we 
are conducting a research project to 
create a comprehensive list of  
residents of  the Historic Shupe 
Homestead.  This list highlights not 
not necessarily owners of  the 
property but actual residents of  the 
Shupe House, over the years.  This 
project is proving to be quite 
insightful, especially as an arm of  our 
efforts in local history research and 
better understanding the early 
neighborhood.   

We are pleased to continue to 
piece together the puzzle that 
comprises the broad and varied 
history of  the Historic Shupe 
Homestead.   

Shupe Homestead 
Restoration 

Current world circumstances 
have actually allowed for much 
progress regarding the continued 
restoration of  Historic Shupe House, 
in particular, the rear wall of  the 
House.   

One window that had been 
removed has been restored and 
replaced, including period correct 
wood framing and related molding.  
It fits perfectly!  We have also 
replaced period-style wooden siding 
in areas that required restoration.
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