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Front Page News 
Historic Finds Made at Shupe Homestead - the 
Story Continues

Unraveling the story of those 
who lived at the Shupe Homestead 
in Amherst and how they used the 
site, by way of discovering items they 
left behind, excitingly continues.                   

Local metal detection expert, 
Gene Farr, generously offered his 
services to detect the Homestead 
after having visited the Museum.  
Many of the artifacts he unearthed 
date to the ear ly Shupe-era 
habitation of the Homestead. It is 
incredible to handle and study items 
once likely used by the Shupe 
family. 

Some of the artifacts unearthed 
in the front yard site, closest to 
Cooper Foster Park Road include 
(pictured above, clockwise, from top 
left): portion of a late 1700s-mid 
1800s scissor-type bullet mold; early 
1800s extremely thin lady’s thimble; 
1790s-1820 tea spoon; and heavily 
damaged Spanish 1 Reale coin  
(1772-1825) made into a pendant.  
This coin pendant is the most 
damaged find but among the most 
interesting.  Spanish currency was 
widely used in early America; these 
coins are often found on early 

homestead sites.  We believe it was 
damaged in a fire.   

Other finds include: several flat, 
single loop buttons from the first half 
of the 1800s; an 1856 large cent 
(below, left); several iron fragmental 
objects that likely comprised pots/
kettles, farm equipment, &c.  An 
1854 half dime (below, right) and an 
1850 large cent were found in the 
front yard, on top of the hill, 
southeast of the Shupe House. 

The location of the finds in the 
front yard site helps to bolster the 
early history of the property, in that 
a temporary settlement was located 
closer to what would become 
Cooper Foster, about 160’ northwest 
from the Road, on a slight rise.  
Previous agricultural and other tilling 
activities in the front yard have likely 
displaced and drawn out the 
boundaries of the original site.  This 
was where the Shupes lived upon 
arrival in 1811, for about a year, 
until the sawmill and frame house 
were constructed. 

This wide - range of f inds 
provides excellent insight into the 
early history of this property and 
Amherst.  We thank Mr. Farr for 
selflessly sharing his metal detecting 
background, to recover these finds. 

Program Given 
  Col. Nahorn offers several 
free programs that are 
locally historically and 
environmentally oriented.  
With all that is going on in 
o u r w o r l d , w e h a v e 
unfortunately not been able 
to give many programs 
recently.  We were however 
a b l e t o p r o v i d e o u r 
“Prehistory of Northern 
Ohio” talk to a local 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution group.  We are 
pleased to be able to 
continue to share this 
prehistory with interested 
parties. 
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The 1811 Historic Shupe Homestead  
Drawing courtesy of Neal Jenne

Upcoming Events:  
Please refer to 

www.newindianridgemuse
um.org for the most up-to-
date information — click 
on “News” for upcoming 

events & such. 

Programs Offered 
Please visit the website 

www.newindianridgemuse
um.org 

to learn about free 
programs offered by Col. 

Nahorn.
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Museum Updates 
Recent Acquisitions

With any museum, it is crucial to 
identify a few main goals and attempt 
to closely follow those goals. One of  
the main goals of  the Museum is to 
recollect as many artifacts from the 
original Indian Ridge Museum as 
possible, especially focusing on 
artifacts found locally.   

After Col. Vietzen’s (1907-1995) 
and Ruth Vietzen’s (1910-1999) 
deaths, the dispersal of  their Indian 
Ridge Museum has sadly led to the 
loss of  important information that 
they worked to document over the 
years of  their Museum operation 
(1930-1995). 

The N. I. R. M. works diligently 
to acquire well-documented items 
from the original Indian Ridge 
Museum, so that the important 
stories connected with these pieces 
from the past are not lost.   

  

 
Above is a beautifully hand-

painted wooden sign that once hung 
in the Indian Ridge Museum in 
Elyria.  The Elyria Archaeological 
Society was once one-in-the-same as 
the Indian Ridge Museum.  Both 
operations have long since ceased 
operations.  We acquired this 
important sign this past summer, and 
it dates to the 1930s or 1940s.    
Old Spring 
Maintenance 
Continues

M a i n t e n a n c e o f  o n e o f  
Amherst’s earliest and most historic 
sites continues to be maintained by 
Col. Nahorn.  Leaf  blowing, drain 
clearing, and other necessary 
maintenance efforts remain a key 
part of  the Museum’s local outreach. 
Wildlife Preserve 
Update

The expansive, mature Wildlife 
Preserve of  the Shupe Homestead is 

a major anchor property that has 
aided in the development of  a largely 
un-fragmented block of  conserved 
property encompassing the lower 
reaches of  Beaver Creek. 

Management of  the Wildlife 
Preserve, which includes the Nahorn 
Native Trees Arboretum, is a task 
that occupies a great amount of  Col. 
Nahorn’s schedule, especially during 
the Spring and Summer seasons.   

Clearing invasive plant species is 
an ongoing task, as the list has been 
added to over the past year.   
‘Residents of Historic 
Shupe Homestead’ 
List Leads to New 
Program

Above: It is an honor and pleasure to 
be able to peer out a front window of  the 
Shupe House, and be able to take in a near-
identical view that the Shupes saw over 200 
years ago.  We are blessed to be caretakers of  
this important historic property.  

Who called the property now 
historically referred to as the Historic 
Shupe Homestead, home?  That is, 
not necessarily who owned the 
property, but who resided in the 
house?  As the Homestead was 
rented for a period of  time, this 
research project is quite meaningful.  
The list is essentially complete, and 
the research to compile it has been 
exceedingly interesting.   

This noted research has led to 
further review of  the local ly 
intriguing “Mystery at Oak Point.”  
When reviewing the residents and 
owners of  the Historic Shupe 
Homestead, there are interesting 
connections with the Mystery at Oak 
Point.  This has finally led to the 
creation of  a new educational 
program offered by Col. Nahorn and 
the Museum, entitled “Residents of  
the Shupe Homestead & Mystery at 
Oak Point.”  Hopefully, the 
opportunity will soon present itself  to 
share this new talk.  

Below: the list of  “Residents of  the 
Historic Shupe Homestead 1811-Present.”  
Understandably, it is difficult to read, so it 
will eventually be posted on the website.  
This is the foundation for the new program. 

  
Remembering Col. 
Ron Sauer 
(1941-2021)

A long-time friend of  Col. 
Vietzen, an expert on his Indian 
Ridge Museum, a friend of  the New 
Indian Ridge Museum, and fellow 
Kentucky Colonel, Ron Sauer, passed 
away in February.   

Hi s backg round on loca l 
prehistory and history, paired with his 
life experiences with Col. Vietzen, 
and the Elyria museum, made Col. 
Ron an invaluable resource for the 
new Museum.  Interestingly, the first 
item acquired from Col. Vietzen’s 
Museum, was through Col. Ron.  His 
passing certainly leaves a void in the 
foundation of  the transition from the 
old to new museums. 

In the photo below, Col. Ron 
Sauer is seen with Col. Matt Nahorn, 
during a joint talk on the Indian 
Ridge Museum, given for the 
Amherst Historical Society in 2007.  
Note, Col. Vietzen is “looking on” at 
us, via a framed photo behind Matt.  
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